July/August, 2009~ Tamuz/Av 5769

Kabbalat Shabbat

Usher in Shabbat on Friday evenings in July & August with a relaxed, spiritual and
N N joyous service including captivating sermons led by our many talented congregants.
\/ Summer services begin at 8:00 PM in the Rudd Auditorium.

July 10 Arnold Mirsky & Andrea Silkowitz

July 17 Cynthia Schwartz, Phil Litwinoff & family

July 24 Marilynn Jacobs

July 31 Susan & Mel Zwillenberg
August 7 Alan Fendler

August 14 Stuart Skolnick
August 21 Cheryl & Marc Slutzky
August 28 Treasure & Rich Cohen
September 4 Howard Cooper

Shabbat morning

Joinusat9:00 AMfor TorahTalk | ed by our cl ergy

AM our summer services begin in the Rudd Auditorium with beautiful music, inspiring sermons and our

warm, embracing community.

Summer Mini Minyan

For families with younger children ages 2 -7, an informal song and story hour is held every summer
Shabbat morning at 11:00 AM. Stories are led by adults, teens, and various guest synagogue members

and staff, while adults leads the singing.

Shabbat Potluck Suppers at the Pool
Looking for a way to connect with friends on those long summer Saturdays?!

Every Saturday in July and August, at 6:00 PM, join us for a relaxing and
casual summertime Shabbat supper in the park outside the playground and
South Orange pool. Bring your own plates, utensils, beverages and some
food (dairy or vegetarian) to share with others. Residents of all towns,
grandparents, friends and neighbors are always welcome!

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Morning Minyan Shabbat Morning Chil
Monday through Friday 7:45 am Child Care 10:00 am
Sundays 8:30 am .
Legal holidays 8:30 am Mini Minyan (age 2-6) 11:00am

Evening Minyan
Sundays-Wednesdays 7:45 pm

Shabbat Evening Service

Every Friday at 8:00 pm Automatic External
: Defibrillator
foﬁgﬁ?l.ﬁyg{)%'gﬂq ] available in the k_itchen for ]
Services begin at 9:30am emergencies

dr ends SSpécwmldatese
Ti sha BOAvV servi

Wed., July 29 at Oheb Shalom
8: 00 pm Madariv, study
Levin, reading of Aicha: Lamentations

Thurs., July 30 at Beth El
7:30am Shacharit
1:30pm Mincha
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From Our Rabbi

Summer Reading tion For America in the Middle Eably Dennis Ross and David

- Makovsky; andSaving Israel: How the Jewish People Can Wi
| thought | would share with you some of War That May Never Endy Daniel Gordis.

the titles | am planning to read this sum-

mer. Some have been waiting patiently o

b | my shelf all year. Some just arrived. If yo th . d twostat ls. | am interest
read one of these. drop me a note-aral, SeSS€S the various orend twostate proposals. | am interestec

lod love to hear yd'gPSOfcg gnalysis and assegsment of wnat fs possible fo
share mine. You might even find some of the themes of the beGk%e two nationso live in'peace.

below working their way into a Shabbat drash, or perhaps even a o o
High Holy Day sermon!

rI?’;enny Morris, a historian, looks at the history of the Zionist

and Makovsky discuss A

In Praise of Slowness: Challenging the Cult of Spse@arl myths about the Middle East that have prevented the United

Honore o .
East politics are larger than Israel. As we watch American pd

The title of this book caught my eye; its focus on slow movemeit 'egarding Iraq, Iran and Israel, | look to experts like Ros
and the desire for balance over speed appeals to my tired selfnd Makovsky for their analysis.
Sign me up!

Danny Gordis has an agenda. He is writing a defense of Isra

Why Faith Mattersy David Wolpe — reminding us why Israel is necessary, what Israg
has already accomplished, and what Israel must
We Plan, God Laughs: 10 Steps to Finding Your to survive and have a bright future. | look forward
Divine Path When Life Is Not Turning Out Like Y f...join meinpicking r eadi ng this book for
Wantedby Sherre Hirsch up a book this and how | can do my part.
summer and ) ) )

Sacred Attunement: A Jewish TheolbgyMichael exploring Jewish  Finally, I picked up two books just for fun:
Fishbaneds. ideas in a

The Yiddish P byMickael @amod

new way.0 and

These three titles address ways to explore God 1
only through prayer and meditation but also thros

personal accounts of faith, spirituality and theolo Underground: My Life With SDS and the Weathe

menby Mark Rudd
Rabbi David Wolpe contemporary theologian, is the——— mm—————— . . R .
rabbi of Sinai Temple in Los Angeles, California. He writesin A Yi ddi sh Policemends Uni o

the Prelude: fil do not bel i doVshrefuggeswassetupinSitkagAlagka gftgr the Hologa

comfort of community and an Mddesandiakecarg of gigown lifeg This gng has hegn oy
love. o | share his experien®W8i bfdPWant PEVERRY mMEAL. It

Sherre Hirsch and | went to rabbinical school together. | alwa)zé_ark Rudd grew up at Congregation Beth El. | came to know
admired her spirit and approach to the world. This book falls ifi!

the selfhelp category as much as it is a discussion of faith. If tA&8Sing). Mark is very thoughtful about his own activism anc
is what you need, give her a try! what he has learned over the years. | look forward to reading

words and welcoming him home to Beth El as a guest speak

Michael Fishbane is someone | have studied with on JTS rabbisiciear future.

retreats, and | look forward to learning from him whenever | have o L i

the opportunity.Sacred Attunemeig not going to be a bestsel-! hope you will join me in picking up a book this summer and

l er and you will not see Mi &parpgJlevisideayjma@vWgy t he #TODA

Show. This is a comprehensive Jewish theology written by a

temporary Jewish Bible scholar. | am excited to read his trea

because | hope it will offer insight into the connection he has

made between the way he finds God in the Torah and the way he

is attuned to God in our world. While it can be a daunting vol-  If you know of a Beth El member who is ill, hospitalized,

ume, | believe the effort will pay off. or homebound, please call Rabbi Roston to let her know.
Beth El members are our source of information.

ti?&i% blessings, Rabbi Francine Roston

Next, | bought three books on the current situation in Ist2ed
State, Two States: Resolving the Israel/Palestine Cobflict

Benny Morris Myths, lllusions, & Peace: Finding a New Direc- Please visit www bethelnj.org

sermons, divrei Torah and special prayers.
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the broader frame of the Middle East. They debunk American

States from achieving its strategic goals in the region. Middle

God or an ovezealous embrace of God. Every day | see and and the fictional collapse of the fledgling state of Israel? What
hear individuals trying to make sense of their lives seeking thavould life be like there for a homicide detective trying to solve a

lj‘novement and the Palestinian national movement and then as-

m as | visited his mother Bertha Rudd (may her memory be a

his
er in
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A Note from the Hazzan

Oh those lazy, hazy, crazy days of sum- this structure?

mer éas Beth EI goes, ousnedpehr Ffreonuosveart i 0N, artilcl e
memberss:catterinsearchofrespite,thert]a_igment ations a:s Mi drash on |Cre:

a h°"d?‘¥ that seems to contradlct' the car sage of pessimism is filled with images of hope and reconcilia-
free spirit of the season. The day is auster,

the culmination of three weeks of commu-ﬁon' Its structure and use of gcrostic mirror the Creation epic:

nal mourning for the breach of the walls o ust as God created the_world in six days and rested on the sev-

Jerusalem (circa 70 CE) when the secondemh.’ so the tight acrostic and sentence count (22, 22, 66., 22)in

¢ | d " 4 b L h tr:%flrst four chapters lead to the sense af rest and hope.in the ¢
me mpl e was estroyed y Ne g Ioclﬁgsteq ?a ‘Sha bgt%f S t%,ym'free fdrnt. Th@ chBo% &Xrea—

9" of Av, is marked by all the physical restrictions associated tion mirrors the destruction of the Temple and ensuing days |of

with Yom Kippur (no eating, conjugal relations, bathing, leath isorder. Chaos leads to order, hope and renewal, a Shabbat of
shoes or wearing of jewelry). We read from the book of Aicha orts ' '

(Lamentations of Jeremiah) perhaps one of the most beautiful @
biblical readings, chanted in hushed tones, sitting on the floor\® hope you will jous for this moving reading of Aicha on

an; dS

candlelight. Wednesday evening, July 29 at 8 pm at Oheb Shalom, with
Mégillat Aicha describes Je rsréa%llan'éaﬁdﬁl\/sl‘lnchéaaerrr\]/gensIth?qeg%agat?e(t)h EIt' he Jev

people for deeds that lead to the destruction of the Temple. Thgj and | wish you a relaxing and reinvigorating summer. Ser-
reading is filled with harsh, foreboding language, yet for all its yjces will take place in the auditorium until phase | of the renova-
pessimism, there is no book in the Tanach more structured angh, is complete. Like the message of Aicha, may the displace-

tightly woven. It is the only book in the Bible which contains fiyRent and disorder in this rebuilding phase at Beth El lead to|a
chapters (like the Torah itself). The first four chapters contain gose of renewal in spirit and rejuvenation for us all.

twenty-two verses in a single acrostic; the third chapter contains
sixty-six verses (3 x 22), in a triple acrostic. Chaptersone,twWoB 6 s hal o m

and four begin the word Aic rCQI’“OI(F'ThQhlny?J\(}?/ig}’l‘?o)eave atn{és%ageffdr@aﬁtdrFin‘é,lbé’aQet €

without the pause trope (etnachta). So what does one make of all call his office answering machine 9783-6447.

From Our Synagogue President

Whatever you are doing to relax this summer, ytated process with frequent state inspections. During this tim
can be sure we are working hard to prepare for the sanctuary wing will be completely sealed off from the social
great new year at Beth El. There are many thindgell and school wing, with no access for anyone other than the
to look forward to. licensed contractor and the state inspector. We expect this

Rabbi Roston and Cantor Fine are preparing foSS t0 begin in miduly. It will take approximately one month.
the High Holy Days, while continuing to find new ways to enri@econd, simultaneous with the asbestos removal process, our
our weekly Shabbat experience with new melodies, opportuniiegject is being put out to bid. Our construction managemen
for study, and new approaches to prayer. Together with our firm, Gale Construction, is working closely with our renovatign
clergy and many dedicated volunteers, Sherri Morris is planniogmmittee to review all bids from swdwntractors. At our direc-
exciting opportunities for congregational learning, while simultéen, Gale will enter into contracts with the best-saimtractors
neously readying our Jewish Learning Center for another excal-the best price. This process will take about five weeks, with the
lent year. Even with Beth El summer camp in full swing, Sandyal of being ready to start renovation in August.
Sachs is finding time to prepare the Thelma K. Reisman Pre-Thjrq, we are moving ahead with securing financing for the reno-
school to welcome a new crop of children. This year we will yation consistent with the resolution passed by the congregation
celebrate Clanntvarsary & BetheEbwith alg8la in january 2008. We have signed a term sheet with Investor
concert, ad journal, and reception in the spring. Stay tuned fokyings Bank and expect to have a formal funding commitment
details on this exiting celebration and fundraiser. shortly. Meanwhile, we have over $4.6 million in pledges, and
Amidst all of this activity the big project of the summer is our have received a little more than $2 million of that amount to date.
renovation. Our ceremonial groundbreaking in hiche kicked We are deeply grateful to the many Beth El families who are|dig-
off the construction phase of our renovation. Here is the latesgong deep to support this much needed renovation, and our
this project. tal Campaign team is redoubling efforts to reach every Beth

First, we are currently securing all of the construction permits Wember and ask them to join this effort.
need from the Village of South Orange, and will shortly begin |t is truly a busy summer. Thank you to our clergy, professional
asbestos remediation in the sanctuary wing of the building. Indta#f, and the many volunteers who are doing so much to make
19506s it was common t o e mb sulewalsabeeagread rew yearat®BettbBLi | di ng mat er
like insulation and floor tiles. Renovation disturbs these matefigark Brownstein,

als, and state law requires a licensed asbestos remediation figpQqent@bethelnj.org
remove them prior to beginning renovation. This is a highly regu-
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Education

Sherri Morris, Director of Congregational Learning 973-763-0119, smorris@bethelnj.org

While our schedules are a little less pressured programs, and changes in the curriculum for the upcom-
and the hallways a lot quieter, there is no Ing year.
coasting through the summer for any education gygjyate programs from the past year and make adjustments.
3 director. Friends and family ave askKed, nSo "

. L ¥ What do you do all summer since the children Evaluate students with learning needs, and put special learn-
arendt there?0 | thought per ha piBgopperyniigsinplacey oy were wonlder i

same thing! Review the school budget.

First, | take a deep breath and bask in the joy of completing an-  Catch up on reading literature on the latest trends in educa-
other successful year. Before any future planning, | like to revisit tion.

the year. It is crucial to reflect and not just plow forward. The
next step is to take my vacation and regroup, personally and pro-
fessionally. Today is my first day back to Beth El and after clear-
ing my inbox, | am ready to jump in and begin planning for next
year. Prepare the opening orientations (for faculty and parents)
and opening day.

Prepare all of the schedules, handbooks, curriculum guide-
linesd and anything else that will make the start of the
year in September go smoothly.

Here are just a few of the things that will keep me busy for the

next two months: Recruit, Recruit, Recruit! Then orient those recruited intq the
Review and adjust curricula, requiring meetings with teach- school family.
ers and committees. Prepare High Holy Day projgran
Finally have time to be creative and work on new program- vices.
ming for the year. Attend the Mandel Teacher Educator Institute in August.
Review and select new textbooks. There are many more things that need to be done but this list

asrpould provide a fair idea of what happens during the summer
months. Even though | will be busy, it is too quiet for me up here
on the second floor. Please stop in with your children and visit!

Re-hire faculty. We are fortunate that all but two of our st
are returning!

Create inrservice opportunities for the entire faculty. Bdvracha

Communicate with parents about student issues, new scl@igri

Congregation Beth El mourns the loss
of our esteemed members

Bess Leibel
Bertha Rudd

May their memory serve
as a blessing.

Not on Email?
Teens from Beth El went with Morah Miki and Cantor Perry Fine to see Irena's

Vow on Broadway followed by dinner, in the closing event of Teen Talk. Want to be Informed?

If you do not have an email account
and therefore don't receive condo-
lence messages, we want to make
sure you stay informed. If you would
like a phone call from a member of
our Chevra Kadisha when a fel-

low congregant dies, please call the
synagogue office and leave your
name and phone number (including a
winter phone number) with Rose-
mary.

Rabbi Francine Roston with
Jewish Learning Center student
Brett Weiser-Schlesinger who
sponsored a very successful
Interfaith Electronic Waste
Recycling Event at Beth El for
his Bar Mitzvah project.




Education

Sandy Sachs, Director, Thelma K. Reisman Preschool, 973-763-0113,
sandysachs@bethelnj.org

Camp is off to a great start and believe it or not, it did not rain on the first day of camp! | am looking forwar
summer filled with fabulous activities and hope it is fun and provides great memories for the children.

We use summer camp as a time for children and teachers alike to recharge our batteries. It is a definite ¢
the far more programmed school year. Summer is the time to enjoy the weather, including the rain, and become involved in outd
activities. Arts and crafts focus on experiencing the joy of smearing and spraying and smudging all while outside. Watarplay
pools or with sprinklers and spray bottles is somet hthien|g t h
| awn and |l ooking at c¢clouds or bugs doesndt typically hlappe

In our personal lives away from camp, summer is also the time when many of us enjoy family vacdténat the beach or a
place where there are many outdoor activities. The daylight lasts longer, enabling us to eat outside and play outsiae g th

We all have very busy schedules and sometimes it is difficult to make time for these kinds of activities. | suggestntiat they
actually help you to focus during more stressful times. For those of you who have young families it is an opportunigy to cre
memories that last forever. To the grandparents, it is a great time to do something special with your grandchildgen, creatin
memories and providing role models for them.

D

We are also, of course, beginning to plan for next school year! We will offer our Toddler Time Program for childrer2&8ges 14
months. It begins as an adult/child class one day a week (Tuesdays) and then in January becomes a Young Twos Clags for two d
a week (Tuesdays/ Thursdays). I f you have an age apmfrolpri a
you know someone who might be interested in this class, please contagandysach@bethelnj.ooy 973763-0113.

Enjoy the rest of your summer. Please continue to drop off your Boxtops4education at the

synagogue or preschool office! Visit

BoShal om, www.boxtops4education.cdiar more info.

Sandy

Todah Rabah  (Thank You) Morah Miki
Caregiver Support

The Advanced Hebrew class would like to express its enormous ap-

preciation to Morah Miki for another great year of learning and Group

laughing together. On the theory that language fluency must be ac-

companied by cultural fluency, we spent at least part of each ses- Congregation Beth El is launch-
sion sharing jokes -- entirely in Hebrew, of course! Humor provides a ing a support group for caregiv-
great window into the popular culture, and it was great for our vo- ers. We will meet regularly to
cabulary too. We also shared songs, poetry, articles, and stories of discuss both self -care and the
our own lives around the table. Thanks to Morah Miki for creating challenges of caring for others.
such a warm and welcoming atmosphere, where all are comfortable Our caring committee, chaired
to participate. For our concluding event of the year, Miki treated us by Dan Segal, is available to

to a delicious homemade Sephardic meal at her home. This is truly help run errands, provide rides,
something to look forward to each year! We are grateful that we and make visits. | am available
have such a wonderful teacher willing to donate so much of her time for counseling, home visits, and
to our Beth EI community. referral to community resources.

Please call on me.
If you are interested in joining us next Spring, please contact Laurie

Berkman (laurieberkman@hotmail.com) or Nikki Pusin We candt replace the
(npusin@aya.yale.edu). families and involved neighbor-
hoods that once cared for elderly
Save the Date or sick relatives or neighbors;
i but we are recognizing the
DULT EDUCATION Seellenet 200t .
A E Please join uSat., Sept. 12at 8 pm needs and responding!

f or a r €he Gdtes fre @ds- f

ing, 0 a powerful pKYPFRPKitten by Merl e
Feld, directed by our own David Winit- Congregational Nurse

sky, and starring members of Beth EIl. 973 -763-0111x30

Note: Rabbi Rostonés
will resume in Fall 2009. No classes
June-August.
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Social Action

Claire Asarnow, Chair, casarnowl@aol.com

Summer is a good time to bring your
kids, ages 10+, to volunteer with you
in the Emergency Food Pantry or
Soup Kitchen. They will have fun and
feel good about what they are doing -
and it's a great way to role model your
values for them. Be sure to call the
coordinator in advance. Drop-in vol-
unteers cannot be accommodated so
don't disappoint your kids! And
remember, your contribution to Beth
El 8s Amdurer Fund
food that we distribute.

Emergency Food Pantry

Wednesday July 15, 9:30-11 am.
Beth EIl volunteers distribute grocery
packages to people who do not have
enough to feed their families. Please
contact Diane Stein to let her know
you will be there: 973-376-3136 or
Dianehstein@aol.com. Note that the
food pantry has moved. It is now at
the Episcopal Church of the Epiph-
any, 105 Main Street in Orange.

Community Soup Kitchen

With the economy in bad straits, we
find ourselves serving more and more
people one Sunday monthly at the
Soup Kitchen in Orange. Please join
us i our volunteers have a good time
cooking and serving hot food to peo-
ple for whom this meal is a Godsend.

Or anytime you have access to
-

(7 4 g

prepared food
that cannot be
frozen, just drop
it off at St.
Rocco's, on
Springfield Ave-
nue at South 20th Street in Newark,
973-371-5266. To discuss donations
of frozen food, or Soup Kitchen volun-
teering, call Leah Ferencz at
973-762-2896.

Travelling this summer? Bring back
your throwaway toiletries for the
homeless and needy - they will really
appreciate them. Please leave them
in the box by the Beth El office.

Caring Committee

Our volunteers make visits to elderly
Beth El members who live alone and
don't get out much, and to members
just discharged from hospital. Karen
Frank, our congregational nurse, iden-
tifies those who could use a visit, or a
ride, and our volunteers step in to fill
that need. Please send Dan Segal an
email indicating the type of assistance
(L nIgpEs You an g dave f fhe
week or times which are preferable, at
Daniel_Segal@yahoo.com or
973-761-8826.

Please call the office or the rabbi if
you know of a Beth El member who is
ill, hospitalized or homebound, and
the rabbi and the Caring Committee
will take it from there. Beth El mem-
bers are our source of information.

Shabbat Rides

Can you give an elderly Beth El mem-
ber a ride to services Friday night or
Shabbat morning? Call Stuart Skolnik
at the Beth El office or Dan Segal,
973-761-8826, or
Daniel_Segal@yahoo.com.

Shiva Minyan

Beth El provides a shiva minyan in the
home of the bereaved. If you would
like to volunteer to lead shiva min-
yanim, please contact Marlene Ja-
cobs at 973-763-2733. Also, please
let Cheryl at the Beth El office know if
she can call you occasionally to bring
suitcases of siddurim to bereaved
families sitting shiva. Beth El also pro-
vides a Shabbat meal to the bereaved
family during the shiva period. Note to
shiva volunteers: if you agreed to lead
a shiva minyan and your plans
change, notify Marlene Jacobs so that
an alternate leader can be assigned.

Thanks for your help!
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Youth Activities

Shalom from South
Orange USY!

Mazel Tov to the
2009-2010
South Orange USY
Chapter Board:

Presidents -

Yehudah Webster & Dustin Nelson
Executive/lsrael Awareness VP -
Mimi Grinberg
Social Actions-Ti k un
Kayla Friedlander & Theo
Silverberg
Member ship
Jesse Hein & Sam Blumkin
Religious Education VP - Eitan Morris
Communications V P -

Sammie Greene

Freshman Representative(s) -

Jonas Singer, Rachel Drucker, &
Yoni Cooper

Many thanks to David Glass for serv-
ing as USY advisor for the past three
years, and welcome to our new USY
advisor, Linda Ripps. She can be
reached at
southorangeusy@gmail.com.

Applications are still being accepted

for Hagalil's USY and Kadima En-
campments which will be held Au-
gust24-31 at the B' nai
Camp in Starlight, PA. A whole sum-
mer's worth of fun and excitement are
packed into one week! Applications

can be found on the USY website:
www.hagalilusy.com.

Maureen P. Tillman, L.C.S.W,

Psychotherapist specializing in
life transitions for adolescents,
young adults, and parents.

phone: 973.267.5586
www.collegewithconfidence.com

Ol-am VPO

Programmin
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Sisterhood

As we wait for the rain to stop and the warm, sunny weather to be-
gin, nothing could dampen our spirits as we reflect on the success of
Sisterhood's first Bargain Barn! A million THANK YOUs go to our co
-chairs Norma Aronson and Gail Roth for the spectacular feat they
accomplished in putting the Bargain Barn together.

They worked tirelessly publicizing, schlepping, collecting, organizing,
merchandising and selling stuff to raise money for Sisterhood. They

worked hard to get volunteers and as we all discovered, it was won-

derful to work together for the benefit of the Sisterhood, Beth El and

the entire community.

We thank all of you who volunteered your time, who donated mer-
chandise and who supported the sale by going home with more than
you brought in!

Thinking ahead, you should have all received your order form for our
Rosh Hashanah Honey. Please consider sending this New Year
greeting.

We hope you all have a healthy, happy, sunny summer!

B6shal om,
Nancy Isaacson and Ellen Tamaroff
etamstat@comcast.net; nisaacson@goldisaac.com

Honey Sale for Rosh Hashanah

It is time to start planning for Rosh Hasha-
nah. As in past years, Beth El's Sisterhood
is holding a honey sale so you can help ~=—13
family and friends prepare for a sweet new \
year. The attractive honey jars will be mailed
with a brief note from the sender to the re-
cipients in time to be enjoyed with apples on
Rosh Hashanah. They can be ordered by
clicking the link on the Beth El website. If
you cannot access the link, look for the
forms in the mail and return them before
July 15. If you have any questions, call

Miriam Lefkowitz at 973-761-5010. All profits benefit the pro-
jects of the Sisterhood.

d To join our Kadima group for the 2009-10 year and for
' up-to-date information on the latest activities, please
. contact Michael Greenstein at
Southorangekadima@hotmail.com

It’'s Where YOU
Want to Be!
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Torah Fund 5770

Three cheers for Beth El Sisterhood!

In spite of the difficult economic

times we achieved our fundraising

goal for 20096s Torah
paign. Thank you to all our contribu-

tors.

The Torah Fund Campaig
League for Conservative Judaism sup-
ports the Jewish Theological Seminary
and its students around the world. JTS
and its affiliates in Los Angeles, Israel
and Buenos Aires train the rabbis, can-
tors and educators who will be the future
leaders of the Conservative movement.
Torah Fund contributions improve the
lives of JTS students in many ways, in-
cluding the refurbishing of the dormito-
ries and the library in New York, and the
construction of the
Synagogue at JTS. Perhaps most impor-
tant, numerous scholarships have been
provided for students over the years,
enabling them to continue their studies.

Wo |

Every year the Torah Fund Campaign is
based on a special
theme is both exciting and timely:
Léavdshamiah, fAto pl ant
serve. o0 This is Godods
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

This divine directive to protect the envi-

ronment is as appropriate today as it

was in ancient times.

t he|

Please consider becoming a benefactor
of Torah Fund. For a
contribution of $180,
you will be a bene-
factor and receive
the beautiful Torah
Fund pin as a gift.
There are also opportunities to give at a

higher level to support specific projects

and to give general donations of any
amount . This yeards p
gol d col orededbaewadahwit
s h a mrinacdbed in Hebrew. We wear

it proudly to show our support for Torah

Fund. To receive your pin in time for the

High Holy Days, contact llisia Kissner at
973-763-3316 or ikissner@yahoo.com.
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Welcome New Members

Robert Schwartz

gregation and especially to Rabbi Roston for all the support an
stages of Lesliebs illness.

anxious to get involved in t
he says. Al feel comfortable

Melissa Comerchero and Shelley Rappaport

Beth El is pleased that Bob has decided to join our congregation. His Beth El family already includes
Jonathan and Sherry Woocher, the sister of his late wife, Leslie. Bob says he is grateful to the con-

engineer and director of capital projects for American Water Enterprises in Hillsborough, a unit of
American Water Works Co. Inc. Robert has two grown children. Rebecca, known as Bex, lives in
Manhattan and is a writer-producer for VH1 television and a frequent commentator on CNN. Andrew
is an acquisitions editor for self-help publisher Career Press, who now lives with his father. Bob is

d comfort he received during the last
Bob lives in South

he Beth EI communi
here. 0

We are also very pleased to welcome Melissa and Shelley to the synagogue,
as well as their beautiful tripletsd Laila, Fineas, and Yitzhak Rappaport, who
were born last October. Beth El was pleased to share in their baby nhaming in
June. The family moved to Maplewood from Manhattan last year. Melissa, origi-
nally from Pennsylvania, is a high school math teacher now enjoying full-time
motherhood, tutoring math when her schedule permits. Shelley, from Massa-
chusetts, is involved in research for MDRC, a non-profit organization focusing
on education and social policy. Melissa and Shelley have already taken their
children to several Beth El tot Shabbats and look forward to more activities as
they get older. As one set of Beth El tripletsd Rachel, Josh and Michael
Senderd go off to college, we are so happy to have another in our midst!
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