
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

 

Morning Minyan 
Monday through Friday 7:45 am 

Sundays 8:15 am  
Legal holidays 8:30 am 

Evening Minyan 
Sundays-Wednesdays 7:45 pm 

~~~~~~~ 

Shabbat Evening Service 
Every Friday at 6:15 pm 

 

Shabbat Morning  
Torah Talk resumes in Fall 2009 

Services begin at 9:30am  

Special Dates 
 

Friday, June 12-Empty Nester Dinner 

Friday, June 19-Shirei Shabbat, 
Officer/Board of Trustees Installation, 

USY Installation, 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

Shabbat Morning Childrenôs Schedule 

Child Care 10:00 am 

Mini Minyan (age 2-6) 11:00am 

Kehillah Kids (gr. 1-3) 11:00 am 

Tefillah Troupe (gr. 4-6) 11:00 am 

Minyan Makers (gr. 7) 9:15 am 

Teen Experience (gr. 8-12) 11:00 am  
Next session Fall 2009 

June , 2009~ S ivan  5769  

The Nominating Committee is proud to present the 

following Slate of Officers and Board of Trustees 

Members for 2009-2010 

President    Mark Brownstein 

President Elect   David Beyth 

VP Administration  Steve Newman 

VP Education   Marilynn Jacobs 

VP Finance   Freida Friedman 

Secretary    Harriet Hessdorf 

 

3-Year Board Term Ending 2012 

Harvey Bucholtz  Joanne Doades 

Janet Easterling  Marty Fine 

Stuart Fox    Richard Goldstein 

Marty Hoffman  Dennis Roth 

Janet Wolkoff  

Beth El Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, June 17 at 7:30 pm 

Join us for dessert and the annual raffle drawing (one free year of Beth El membership dues 

and one High Holy Day parking spot), vote on the 2009-2010 budget and slate of officers/

trustees, and hear the presidentôs message. 

The following members are continuing in their 

board appointments: 

Board Term Ending 2010 

Mark Chodrow   Michael Levinson 

Joshua Nadell   Lauren Rublin  

Ephraim Schachter  Cynthia Schwartz 

Burt Solomon   David Solomon  

 

Board Term Ending 2011 

David. Ascher   Nomi Colton-Max 

Michael Hessdorf  Stephen Kepniss 

Susan Lieberman  Jodi Moskowitz 

Daniel Segal   Ellen Weiser 

We would also like to thank the following members who are retiring from the board: 

Scott Bieber        Willa Bruckner        Gerry Gline        Len Levin         Meryl Levine        Rivka Nelson        Claude Szyfer 

Dennis Roth, VP Administration        Leah Tarlow, VP Education        Fred Arenstein, VP Finance        Susan Mattisinko, Secretary  

Serving as an officer or board member is a tremendous commitment of time, energy, and dedication. We appreciate their service. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nominating Committee: Mattye Gandel, Chair 

Irene Beyth, Nomi Colton-Max, Mitchell Lieberman, Erwin Mevorah, Claire Nierenberg 



Shabbat at Beth El: How Can You 

Pass Up the Experience?  

How would you describe our services? 
Have you been to Shabbat morning 
services over the past few months? If 
not, then you are missing a great ex-

perience. Shabbat services at Beth El are inspiring, engag-
ing and uplifting. 

That is what we are striving to create here at Beth El. Often 
we are blessed to experience these feelings when we are 
all singing together and when we are all learning together. 

Over the past two years, our community has been engaged 
in a reflective and creative process of re-imagining our 
Shabbat prayer experience. We have been talking about 
how the prayers and teachings are presented, taught and 
experienced. 

The cantor and I have been meeting with mem-
bers of the congregation who have been acting 
as a sounding board for the congregation, of-
fering feedback and relating their experiences 
in the pews.  We have been listening to you. 
We have been listening to your expressions of 
spiritual need and hunger, your desire to par-
ticipate and your desire to learn more. 

We have also been listening to a great amount 
of Jewish music from other congregations and 
Jewish artists. Over the past six months, we 
have been introducing new settings for the morning ser-
vice. Services start at 9:30 am (not 9:15am) and the begin-
ning section of the service has been shortened. We are 
seeking to keep the meditative feel of the preparatory ser-
vice (Pesukei dôZimra) as well as add more congregational 
singing.  In the Shaharit service we have been adding 
some niggunim (wordless melodies) and new settings of 
prayers leading into the Amidah and the words of the 
Kedushah. 

Over the next two months we will be focusing the most at-
tention on the Torah service and the Musaf service. The 
cantor introduced a new melody for the verses that we sing 
as we take the Torah from the ark and move through the 
congregation. It is our hope that the singing and music dur-
ing the Torah processions removing and returning the To-
rah will keep the energy in the service high and help us all 
to stay connected and focused on the joy of Torah and 
Shabbat. Please join in with the cantor and me and sing the 
melody with words or just as a wordless niggun. 

We have also been varying the ways we learn together as 
a congregation. The cantor has taught new melodies and 
will continue to teach about the meanings of the prayers as 
well. I have been moving between a number of different 
ways to experience Torah. Sometimes we have formal ser-
mon presentations. Other times we have a study sheet and 

I guide the congregation in text study and translating Jew-
ish tradition for our own lives. Sometimes I will intersperse 
commentary and questions for discussion throughout the 
Torah reading so that we can focus more clearly on making 
meaning of the Torah reading as we follow along. At other 
times I will invite congregants to share their personal ap-
proaches and interpretations of the Torah reading or their 
experiences as a Jew in America from the pulpit. 

We are creating an experience of Shabbat in which the 
music of the service and the learning experiences aim to 
make the traditional texts come alive, engage our hearts 
and minds, challenge us with new settings, new interpreta-
tions, and challenge us to incorporate lessons of Torah into 
our daily lives. 

But, that will never be enough without your participation. 

We are here to lead you in prayer and join with you in cele-
brating Shabbat. We are here to share our in-
sights into Jewish tradition and learn with you 
about prayer, Torah and Jewish living. We 
need your openness, your patience, your will-
ingness to sing along and learn a new melody. 
We need your voice and your spirit, your ideas 
and your feedback. Without your participation, 
our best efforts will provide an experience of 
Shabbat but not the ideal participatory, engag-
ing, dynamic experience this community has 
been wanting. 

So please join us for Shabbat services in June 
before everyone heads off on vacation. As our 

congregants lead services during the summer months, they 
will be using some of our new melodies and letôs support 
them as well. And, when the end of summer comes and the 
new year arrives, I hope you will put Shabbat services at 
the top of your list for inspiration and uplifting experiences. 

In the end, we are continually striving to create a service 
that welcomes everyone to engage in the experience of 
prayer and study and song. Inspiring, engaging and uplift-
ing serviceséHow can you pass up the experience!?! 

With Blessings, 

Rabbi Francine Roston 

 From Our Rabbi  

ñShabbat services at 

Beth El are inspiring, 
engaging and 

uplifting.ò 
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If you know of a Beth El member who is ill, hospitalized, 

or homebound, please call Rabbi Roston to let her know. 

Beth El members are our source of information. 

Please visit www.bethelnj.org to read a selection of Rabbi Rostonôs 

sermons, divrei Torah and special prayers. 
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Shaôtz Clubéif you pronounce it right, it 

might take place at Bunnyôs or another fa-

vorite watering hole!  Actually, ñShaôtzò is 

an abbreviation that stands for Shôliach 

Tzibbor, the person who is charged with 

leading a congregation in prayer, literally 

the ñemissary of the congregation.ò Often 

that role is filled by a hazzan, but any lay 

person with knowledge and kavanah (spiritual intent) can perform 

the role. 

For a number of years, I have been teaching Shaôtz Club for a 

select number of pre and post bônai mitzvah, in sections of the 

Shabbat service and various trope systems.  Our current group 

made up of fifth and sixth graders, both JLC and Solomon 

Schechter students, are learning the Shabbat Shacharit Amidah.  

Next year we will follow up with the remainder of the Shacharit 

service. 

But of course, learning is not limited to kids, as evidenced by the 

scores of adults who over the years have learned a host of daven-

ing and leyning skills at Beth El. This year alone, through adult 

ed classes we have added to our growing list of Shiva minyan 

leaders and Gabbaôim. 

Whatôs next?  We are calling it ñShaôtz for Adults.ò Beginning on 

Sunday morning, May 31 from 9:30am - 10:30am and continuing 

through the month of June, we will learn how to daven the Shab-

bat Musaf Service.   The Shabbat Musaf is filled with wonderful 

tunes, many new ones and old favorites as well. Over the summer 

and at selected times during the year, you will have a chance to 

lead our congregation in Musaf, and now is your chance to de-

velop this skill in a relaxed group setting. 

So join us for ñShaôtz for Adultsò on Sunday, May 31, and join 

the legion of lay Shôlichei Tzibbor at Beth El. 

With blessings, 

Cantor 

PS  I want to extend my gratitude to all of you who attended the 

Medinat HaGan Awards dinner, and contributed to the ad journal 

in my honor. It was a lovely evening filled with warmth and kind 

words. I am deeply appreciative and thank you all!! 

 A Note from the Hazzan  

In the life of a synagogue, summer is usually the 

quiet season.  But not this year.  Not at Beth El. 

The groundbreaking we celebrate on Sunday, June 

7 at 12:30 pm tells you that there will be much 

happening at Beth El this summer.  Although we are not sure of 

the precise date when construction will begin, our plan is that by 

the end of July our long awaited renovation will be in full swing. 

What you can expect to see over the summer and through the fall 

is work to renovate the Sanctuary and the Jacobson Lounge, con-

struction of the new lobby and chapel, and installation of the new 

heating and air conditioning system.  By the end of December, 

work will shift to renovation of the Rudd Auditorium and the 

lower level.  If all goes according to plan, our renovation will be 

complete by the end of next June. 

It is an exciting time for our community.  We are renovating a 

building that has been our home for over 60 years so that it can 

remain our home for at least another 60 years.  At the end of this 

process we will have a building that is as fresh and vital as the 

community within its walls.  It will be a place where everyone, 

regardless of physical abilities, can go everywhere without im-

pediment.  It will be a place where there are enough classrooms 

and meeting spaces to host our many opportunities to learn and to 

socialize.  Where families can celebrate a wedding or bar or bat 

mitzvah comfortably.  And where sacred spaces focus the mind 

and spirit on community and prayer. 

But it is also an anxious time.  As anyone who has done a large 

home improvement project knows, nothing goes perfectly.  We 

will likely see our share of problems as the renovation pro-

gresses, and we will be challenged to manage our way through 

them.  We have an excellent professional team working on our 

building, and our renovation committee, led by Susan Lieberman, 

and including Ivan Sobel, Ellen Weiser, Mary Beth Goff, and 

David Beyth is doing an outstanding job. 

Even under the best of circumstances, there are times when the 

renovation will cause inconvenience.  For example, this fall, be-

cause of the renovation, we will need to hold at least some of our 

High Holy Day services in alternative locations.  June Volk is 

leading a High Holy Day Committee that is working with our 

Rabbi, Cantor, and Executive Director to make appropriate ar-

rangements, and you will be hearing more from them shortly 

regarding our High Holy Day plans. 

What I ask you to keep in mind is that even as familiar routines 

are temporarily disrupted, what remains the same are the people 

of Beth El.  As important as this renovation is to our future, it is 

you who belong to Beth El who give meaning to the building.  

So, as long as you are here, Beth El is here. 

I look forward to seeing you at the groundbreaking and through-

out the year.  It simply isnôt home without you. 

Mark Brownstein, 
president@bethelnj.org 

 From Our Synagogue President  

If you wish to leave a message for Cantor Fine, please 

call his office answering machine 973-763-6447. 

mailto:president@bethelnj.org


Education  

How do we connect learning between adults 

and children? How do we maximize the oppor-

tunities to create community among the vari-

ous groups within Beth El? 

We begin by creating a vision of congregational education. 

Two years ago, our congregation worked diligently to develop 

our vision of becoming a ñCongregation of Learners.ò A priority 

of that vision is to create integrated learning experiences for mul-

tiple groups within the congregation. 

We have begun to create those experiences. Most memorable was 

last yearôs multi-generational Passover mural project that began 

with the Passover texts and culminated in the creation of our 

magnificent murals that hang in the Rudd Auditorium. This year, 

several people opened up their sukkot and we had the opportunity 

to get to know one another outside of the synagogue walls, 

through a ñsukkah hop.ò And our JLC and SSDS students learned 

together with the rest of the synagogue community during our 

Synaplex Shabbat focusing on the environment. 

To ensure that we continue to make connections between our 

productive planning groups, we need to do a bit of organizational 

restructuring.  The Vaôad Hinuch (Education Cabinet) has been 

created to facilitate this process. The Vaôad is charged with coor-

dinating all educational programming while remaining faithful to 

our educational vision. The Vaôad is populated with representa-

tives from subgroups within Beth El, including the preschool, 

Sisterhood, adult education and cultural arts. In the past, all of 

these groups planned programming separately from one another. 

Now as members of the Vaôad we will all work together to plan 

programming with a shared theme/initiative for each year. 

What does all of this restructuring have to do with individual 

members of Beth El? The success of the new organizational flow 

depends on members to volunteer to help implement all of our 

amazing educational programming. In designing this plan, we 

were cognizant of the demands of our 21st century lives. We 

know that committing to monthly meetings feels like a burden. 

Now, you choose your interest area (say, family education, adult 

education, or Shabbat and holidays), join a working group at-

tached to it, and everyone in the group will be able to volunteer 

in a manageable way for discreet tasks in a discreet time frame. 

We respect your valuable time and guarantee that it wonôt be 

wasted! 

As the saying goes, ñMany hands make light the work.ò Many 

hands also enable us to represent the needs and interests of our 

diverse population. I hope you will take the time to find a work-

ing group that makes sense for you and share your ideas and ef-

forts. I look forward to exploring volunteer opportunities with 

each member. Letôs continue on our path to becoming a commu-

nity of learners! 

Bôvracha, 

Sherri 

 Sherri Morris, Director of Congregational Learning 973-763-0119, smorris@bethelnj.org 
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A DULT  EDUCATION  

Nominations to the Board 

In accordance with Beth El's by-laws, the Nomi-

nations Committee will accept nominations for 

board members and officer positions at the Beth 

El office from 11:15am-12:15pm on Sunday, 

June 7. A member in good standing may present 

the name of one member for any office and that 

nomination shall bear the signatures of six addi-

tional members of the congregation in good 

standing. 

On April 29, Cantor Perry Fine (center) was honored by 

United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism with a Medinat 

Hagan Award. Pictured, left to right, are: Sandy Sachs, 

Sherri Morris, Cantor Perry Fine, Rabbi Francine Roston, 

Karen Frank and Stuart Skolnick. 

Advanced Hebrew with Miki Fine 

Thursdays, June 4 & 18 
8:00pm-9:15pm 
The class is conducted only in Hebrew. Among other things, we will 
read poetry, newspaper articles, and short stories. This is the sev-
enth year of the class and new students are always welcome. Stu-
dents who are considering taking the course should be able to con-
verse comfortably in Hebrew as well as comprehend at least 60% 
of what they read. Please note that the June 18 class will be held at 
Morah Mikiôs home. 

Shaôtz for Adults-Shabbat Musaf Service 

Sundays, June 14 & 28 
9:30am-10:30am 
Please join Cantor Fine in a class on how to lead the Shabbat 
Musaf service. Reading knowledge of Hebrew necessary and a 
pleasing voice wouldn't hurt! See Cantor for details or contact him 
at espritpsf@aol.com. 

Note: Rabbi Rostonôs Psalms Class and Shabbat morning Torah 
Talk will resume in Fall 2009. No classes June-August. 

mailto:espritpsf@aol.com?subject=Sha'tz%20for%20adults


Education  
Sandy Sachs, Director, Thelma K. Reisman Preschool, 973-763-0113, 
sandysachs@bethelnj.org 
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School will be coming to an end in a few weeks and this is usually the time when I reflect on the school year.  This 

year, one of our main focuses was putting in a new playground.  The children cut the ribbon on the beautiful eco-

friendly playground equipment on May 17. Children who attended also enjoyed having their faces painted, watch-

ing a juggler, and eating ice cream. It was a fun afternoon to celebrate our efforts and see the hard work come to 

fruition. Many people were responsible for helping to make our dream a reality.  There was the Starfish Concert, 

our afternoon of Movies and Munchies, and generous contributions by both the Menôs Club and Sisterhood.  There were, and still 

are, contributions made to our Playground Fund. It was wonderful watching people come together to plan and work on various as-

pects of the playground. The children will be enjoying the fruits of your efforts for a long time. Thank you to all for making this hap-

pen and happen so smoothly. 

Meanwhile, in the classrooms, the children are involved in socializing, creative play, arts and crafts, music, sharing and gross motor 

play times.  The busy sounds of happy play and singing come from the classrooms on a daily basis.  This could not happen without 

the intricate planning of each of the teachers and their assistants. Each year they add new aspects to their programs.  They research 

and are involved in staff training so that we can stay on the cutting edge of new and innovative programs. I am proud of them and 

grateful to them for all their hard work.  I know that the parents join me in giving Judith & Rose, Amy & D.J., Jill & Iryna, Fran & 

Lisa, Louise & Mary Beth, and Renee and Lauren a great big thank you for another terrific year. 

A special thank you to Liz Hochberg, Jessica Glicker and Cathy Roma for leading our Parent Committee.  They worked with a very 

enthusiastic group.  Each year our committee has grown and parent involvement is much more evident.  I want to thank all of the 

parents who helped to make our programs successful.  This year we participated in a toy and book drive to benefit a local daycare. 

We had our Shabbat Pot Luck Luncheons hosted by families. We had a beautiful day and in each class a family hosted a wonderful 

afternoon for the families of the children in their childôs class.  Our parents met on a Saturday evening at the home of Jamie and 

Marc Kurschner to make sushi.  This was a fun first and we all look forward to more social activities in the future. Our Movie and 

Munchies afternoon was planned and staffed by our Parent Committee and they raised about $500 for the playground.  We had a 

joint Book Fair with the Jewish Learning Center and many parents volunteered to help with that. The teachers and I were just treated 

to a wonderful Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.  It is one of the highlights of my job to meet and work with such a diverse and multi

-talented group of families.   

Going forward we are planning to have lots of fun this summer at our Summer Fun Camp. Our calendar for the summer is based on 

The Spirit of Adventure! 

BôShalom, 

Sandy 

Please continue to drop off your Boxtops4education at the  

synagogue or preschool office! Visit 

www.boxtops4education.com for more info. 

The Thelma K. Reisman Preschool of Beth El, held it's "ribbon-cutting" cere-
mony on Sunday, May 17 to dedicate it's new eco-friendly playground, made 
out of non-toxic, recycled materials.  
For full article & photos go to:  http://southorange.patch.com/articles/beth-el-
dedicates-an-eco-friendly-playground#c  

Save the Date! 

Friday, June 19 

 at 6:15pm 

Shirei Shabbat 

Officers/Board Installation 

USY Officers Installation 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

Please come and celebrate Shabbat 
with joyful song as we install our new 
slate of officers and board members. 
We will also be paying tribute to the 
many committee chairs, committee 
members and other who commit 
countless hours to help make Beth El 
the wonderful community that it is. 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx
http://southorange.patch.com/articles/beth-el-dedicates-an-eco-friendly-playground#c
http://southorange.patch.com/articles/beth-el-dedicates-an-eco-friendly-playground#c


Automat ic  Externa l  
Def ibr i l la to r 

available in the kitchen for  
emergencies 

] ] 
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Youth Activities  

Upcoming events: 

June 19: Shabbat Dinner and Installation of 

Next Yearôs USY Board at Congregation Beth El. If 

you plan to attend, you must make reservations 

through the Beth El office:  973-763-0111. 

Many of you may not know but this is the last bulletin article I 

will be submitting as the adviser for South Orange USY. With a 

heavy heart I have resigned. I have accepted the nomination to 

become president of the synagogue where my family and I are 

members. For many years, as a USY adviser here in South Or-

ange and other synagogues, I have always tried to instill what it 

means to be a leader in the Jewish community. At the same 

time, I have been on a journey of leadership myself. The time 

commitments involved in being a synagogue president and be-

ing USY adviser at the same time are too great. The last three 

years in South Orange have been wonderful and the support I 

have received from the community to run such a great USY pro-

gram has been second to none. Thank you for allowing me to 

teach your teenagers. It has been a gift. 

BôShalom 

David 

David Glass, South Orange USY Adviser 

southorangeusy@verizon.net or 908-414-2116 

For up to date information on Kadima activities, 

please contact Michael Greenstein at 

Southorangekadima@hotmail.com  

Shalom from South Orange USY! 

Itõs 

USY 

Bônai Mitzvah 

June 6: Aaron Rakib 

Hi, my name is Aaron Rakib. On 

June 6, I will be called to the Torah 

as a bar mitzvah. I live in Maple-

wood and attend Solomon Schechter 

Day School in West Orange. I enjoy 

swimming, soccer and watching 

movies. For my bar mitzvah, I will 

be collecting canned and non-

perishable food for the Community 

Food Bank.  I would like to thank 

Rabbi Roston and Cantor Fine for all their guidance, help and 

support.  I am excited about my upcoming bar mitzvah and 

look forward to seeing all my family, friends and the Beth El 

community there. 

June 13: Ben Sender 

Hi!  My name is Ben Sender and I am 

a seventh grader at South Orange Mid-

dle School.  My bar mitzvah will be 

on June 13.  My mitzvah project is 

collecting donations for the Jewish 

Foundation for the Righteous, an or-

ganization that supports people who 

rescued Jews during the Holocaust, 

and using invitations from the Founda-

tion so that more people can learn 

about this group. I play the drums and 

video games, and hopefully I will play 

ultimate frisbee next year. I like to go to town with my friends 

after school. My biggest hobby is keeping saltwater fish. I have 

four tanks, including a reef tank, a tank with an anemone and a 

clown fish, a fish-only tank and an octopus tank. 

Dads, Grads and Brides - We've got you covered. 
June is filled with graduations, b'nai mitzvot, weddings and Father's Day, not to mention 

the usual birthdays and anniversaries! 

Look at all the ways Beth El can help you honor or send a special gift to your friends and 

loved ones! Please support these programs. 

· Send a Beth El Tribute. Call 973-763-0111 or simply click http://bethelnj.org/

contactus/tributes.shtml and do it online. $9.00 each or take advantage of our May/June 

special -- 5 for $40; 10 for $75. Orders must be placed by June 30. 

· Shop amazon.com via www.bethelnj.org and buy all your gifts online. Beth El re-

ceives between 4% - 8% of your purchase at no extra cost to you. Simply log in first to 

www.bethelnj.org and click the amazon.com logo in the middle of the page. 

· Personalized Siddur Bookplates. Honor a B'nai Mitzvah, a newly Married Couple or 

a Special Birthday by purchasing a bookplate in the new Kabbalat Shabbat Siddur. For 

$36, this permanent honor will bring joy to the honoree when they hear of your gift! Con-

tact Cheryl Slutzy for more info. 973-763-0111, cslutzky@bethelnj.org. 

· Sponsor Kiddush. For as low as $100, celebrate that special simcha with your Beth El 

family! Call Stuart in the office to start planning today! 

· Buy Scrip. For all your backyard BBQ's, graduation parties & Father's Day celebra-

tions! Beth El makes 5% and it costs you nothing!  Call David Beyth at 973-207-6940 and 

he'll deliver Kings, ShopRite, Pathmark, Zayda's and/or Maple Kosher scrip to your home! 

And to all who are celebrating -- Happy Graduation, Happy Anniversary, Happy Birth-

day and Mazel Tov to all the new Parents/Grandparents, B'nai Mitzvah and Brides & 

Grooms!! 

mailto:southorangeusy@verizon.net
mailto:Southorangekadima@hotmail.com
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Sisterhood  

To bring a year full of hard work, joy, friendship and spirituality to a close, Beth El Sisterhood and Maplewood-Aviva Ha-
dassah present their first joint program on June 3 at 8:00 pm. Cantor Fine, accompanied by Barry Ottenstein, will pre-
sent Israel at 61: the Music of Naomi Shemer. The late Naomi Shemer is known as the First Lady of Israeli song, per-
haps most famous for  ñYerushalayim Shel Zahavò (Jerusalem of Gold), which she wrote just before the Six Day War in 
1967. The event will be a musical presentation and sing-along with a free dessert.  Please bring your friends and family. 
RSVP to Lauren Rublin at laurenrublin@yahoo.com or 973-763-7965. 

Donôt forget the Bargain Barn coming to Beth El June 25, 26 and 28. There will be posters around Beth El to remind you 
of drop off dates and bins to place hangers and bags. We also need volunteers. Please contact Norma Aronson at 
glpboardwalk@aol.com or Gail Roth at dgcjroth@aol.com if you would like to volunteer or have any questions. 

At the Garden State Regional Conference held on May 3, Sisterhood received a milestone award for its 55 years of as-
sociation with Womenôs League. Ann Kupperman and Dottie Klein, founders of our Sisterhood chapter, attended the 
event and accepted the award with the current Board. Ilisia Kissner and Marion Mohl also had prominent roles at the 
Conference. Ilissia presented a report about the goals of the regional scouting sub-committee and Marion spoke about 
the new Womenôs League policy for outreach to non-Jewish women. 

We wish you a relaxing and enjoyable summer.  

Bôshalom, 
Nancy Isaacson and Ellen Tamaroff 
etamstat@comcast.net; nisaacson@goldisaac.com 

New Home? 

Gifts for Dads and Grads? 

Stop by the  

Sisterhood Gift Shop 

and see what we have. 

giftshop@bethelnj.org 

Honey Sale for Rosh Hashanah 

It is time to start planning for Rosh Hashanah. As in 
past years, Beth El's Sisterhood is holding a honey sale 
so you can help family and friends prepare for a sweet 
new year. The attractive honey jars will be mailed with a 
brief note from the sender to the recipients in time to be 
enjoyed with apples on Rosh Hashanah.  They can be 
ordered by clicking the link on the Beth El website, 
which should be posted soon. If you cannot access the 
link, look for the forms in the mail and return them be-
fore July 15. If you have any questions, call Miriam  
Lefkowitz at 973-761-5010. All profits benefit the projects of the Sisterhood.  

A note from our Executive Director  

We have just celebrated Shavuot and received the 

torah at Mt. Sinai.  Ahead lie 40 years of wandering 

before we enter the Promised Land.  And here at 

Beth El, groundbreaking for our renovation project 

takes place on Sunday June 7; we have plans to 

follow ï the architects plans, of course, and weôll 

be doing some wandering of our own. Just as Bônai 

Israel faced challenges during their years of travel, 

Congregation Beth El will be faced with new situations during 

the construction phase of renovation. While we will make crea-

tive and efficient use of the building spaces available to us, there 

will be programs that need to take place outside of the building. 

This presents us with an opportunity to re-think how some of our 

programs operate and envision them differently than we have up 

until now. We will have the chance to use this time to try out 

different venues and perhaps different programs altogether.  Be-

cause our large spaces will not be available, weôll find ourselves 

thinking about smaller, more intimate programs that might take 

place in peopleôs homes. Or we might try running some events 

out of doors that normally would be in the auditorium or lounge. 

Just as our ancestors emerged from their experiences a stronger 

and more cohesive people, we will emerge from this period with 

a new vision of how Beth El can operate while still providing all 

of the quality programming that our congregants have come to 

expect. 

While we know that construction wonôt be finished in 40 days 

nor will it take 40 months, we canôt be sure that it will be finished 

in 40 weeks either. We do know that the time involved will be 

well spent and that the planning process for our events will bene-

fit all of us. In the end we will reach our own ñpromised landò in 

the form of newly designed and outfitted spaces that will carry 

Beth El forward for our next 40 years. 

Wishing everyone a choofshat kayitz neh-imah, a pleasant 

summer vacation, 

Stuart 

mailto:laurenrublin@yahoo.com
mailto:glpboardwalk@aol.com
mailto:dgcjroth@aol.com
mailto:etamstat@comcast.net
mailto:nisaacson@goldisaac.com


Pierre Richard Pratt  
Please welcome our new congregant 

Pierre Pratt, who lives in Orange. He 

may already be well known to many of 

you who attend synagogue services and 

programs. Pierre, a freelance graphic 

designer, fashion designer and illustra-

tor, has worked on theatrical produc-

tions at Radio City Music Hall and on Broadway. 

Born in Haiti, he came to the US in 1994. He has two 

grown sons, Olivier and Ariel. Olivier, married to 

Limary, is now serving in the US Army on his second 

tour of duty in Iraq. Ariel lives with his wife Caroline 

in Florida. He works as a composer and is studying 

business. Pierre found Beth El ñby accident,ò he says, 

seeking a synagogue last fall where he could observe 

the High Holy Days. ñWhen I called the office, every-

one was very nice and welcoming,ò says Pierre. ñI 

like Beth Elôs spirit and the Rabbiôs vision of the re-

ligion.ò  Pierre is a frequent participant at morning 

minyan and Shabbat services. He has also assisted in 

the office and would like to join our choir. Bienvenue 

à Beth El, Pierre! 
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Welcome New 

Member  

Sisterhood 

 

 

 

June 25, 26 & 28 

Donate 

Volunteer 

Shop 

For more information contact 

Norma Aronson at glpboardwalk@aol.com 

or 

Gail Roth at dgcjroth@aol.com 

mailto:glpboardwalk@aol.com
mailto:dgcjroth@aol.com?subject=bargain%20barn


Social Action  

Claire Asarnow, Chair, casarnow1@aol.com 

Shelter the Homeless 

Thurs. June 11:  Beth El Helps to 
Shelter Homeless People at the Pros-
pect Presbyterian Church in Maple-
wood, where carefully screened 
homeless families will be staying un-
der the auspices of the Interfaith Hos-
pitality Network.  Serve dinner, play 
with children.  Spend an evening with 
decent people who are struggling to 
improve their lives ï you will be glad 
you did!  Contact Claire Asarnow at 
casarnow1@aol.com or 973-762-
3780. 

In this terrible economic climate the 
numbers of people seeking help from 
our Emergency Food Pantry and 
Soup Kitchen have doubled. Please 
volunteer ï just a few hours makes a 
big difference. Your contribution to 
Beth Elôs Amdurer Fund helps to buy 
the food that we distribute. 

Community Soup Kitchen 

We are serving 
more and more 
people one Sun-
day monthly at 
the Soup Kitchen 
in Orange. 
Please join us.   

If you have access to prepared food 
that cannot be frozen, just drop it off 
at St. Rocco's, on Springfield Avenue 
at South 20th Street in Newark,  
973-371-5266.  To discuss donations 
of frozen food, or Soup Kitchen  
volunteering, call Leah Ferencz:  
973-762-2896. 

Travelling this summer?  Bring back 
your hotel toiletries for the homeless 
and needy. Please leave them in the 
box by the Beth El office. 

Shabbat Rides 

Can you give an elderly Beth El mem-
ber a ride to services Friday night or 
Shabbat morning?  Contact Stuart 
Skolnick at the Beth El office, or Dan 
Segal at 973-761-8826 or 
Daniel_Segal@yahoo.com. 

Emergency Food Pantry 

Wed. June 17, 9:30 am -11 am at 
Lamb of God Church, West Orange. 
Beth El volunteers distribute grocery 
packages to people who do not have 
enough to feed their families. Please 
contact Diane Stein to let her know 
you will be there: 973-376-3136 or 
Dianehstein@aol.com 

Shiva Minyan 

Beth El provides a shiva minyan in the 
home of the bereaved. If you would 
like to volunteer to lead shiva min-
yanim, please contact the office.  
Also, please let Cheryl at the Beth El 
office know if she can call you occa-
sionally to bring suitcases of siddurim 
to bereaved families sitting shiva.  
Beth El also provides a Shabbat meal 
to the bereaved family during the 
shiva period. Note to shiva volunteers: 
if you agreed to lead a shiva minyan 
and your plans change, notify the of-
fice so that an alternate leader can be 
assigned. 

Caring Committee 

Our volunteers make visits to elderly 
Beth El members who live alone and 
don't get out much, and to members 
just discharged from hospital.  Karen 
Frank, our congregational nurse, iden-
tifies those who could use a visit, or a 
ride, and our volunteers step in to fill 
that need.  Please contact Dan Segal 
and let him know the type of assis-
tance that interests you, and the days 
of the week or times which are prefer-
able, at Daniel_Segal@yahoo.com or 
973- 761-8826. 

Please call the office or Rabbi Roston 
if you know of a Beth El member who 
is ill, hospitalized or homebound, and 
the rabbi and the Caring Committee 
will take it from there. Beth El mem-
bers are our source of information. 

 
Thanks for your help!   

Caregiver Support Group 

Beth El is starting a caregiver support 

group. 

Taking care of a spouse, parent, or child 

has its challenges. Please come to meet 

with other caregivers to give and receive 

support, solve problems, learn about 

community resources, and explore how 

to care for yourself while caring for oth-

ers. 

We will meet on Sunday, June 7, 11:00 

am at the synagogue, before the ground-

breaking ceremony. I look forward to our 

discussion! 

RSVP to me at 973-763-0111 ext. 30 or 

kfrank@bethelnj.org. 

Karen Frank  

Congregational Nurse 
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Honor a loved one or a 
special event by purchasing 
a beautiful color bookplate 
for our new Siddur Kabbalat 
Shabbat prayer books used 
especially for Friday Night 
Live! services. Each book-
plate is $36.00 and can be 
inscribed ñIn Memory Ofò or 
ñIn Honor Ofò. Order forms 
are available from the office 
or online at 
www.bethelnj.org/
BethEl_Flyers/. Call the of-
fice for more info. 

Beth El Tributes -- You can now 
buy packages of 10 tribute 
cards for $72.00.  Buy in ad-
vance and mail as you need 
them; these will not be printed in 
the Bulletin. Tributes continue to 
be available at $9.00 each and 
the office will process these and 
include a Bulletin listing.  Getting 
the $9.00 tributes is fast and sim-
ple on our website. Just click 

http://www.bethelnj.org/contactus/
tributes.shtml or call the  office.  

mailto:casarnow1@aol.com
mailto:casarnow1@aol.com?subject=shelter%20the%20homeless
mailto:Daniel_Segal@yahoo.com?subject=Shabbat%20Rides
mailto:Dianehstein@aol.com
mailto:Daniel_Segal@yahoo.com
mailto:kfrank@bethelnj.org
http://www.bethelnj.org/BethEl_Flyers
http://www.bethelnj.org/contactus/tributes.shtml
http://www.bethelnj.org/contactus/tributes.shtml


1   Zachary Klughaupt, Robin Mellk, 

Daniel Schiffman, Janet Toledano 

2  Jeffrey Goldberg, Shari Mayer, Ber-

nard Morcheles, Marc Slutzky 

3   Nicholas Borg, Karina Bruk, Kate 

Klein, Paul Tractenberg 

4  Michael Breslav, Sonia Breslav, 

Benjamin Gold 

5   Bette Nissenberg 

7   Scott Kalick, Philip Litwinoff, 

Eilene Shauger 

8  Jaime Gildengers, Daniel Katz,  Claire 

Singer, Rachel Tamaroff 

9   Marvin Jacobs, Michelle Jay,  Olivia 

Miller, Bryna Ringel Lax,  Gavriella 

Shandler 

10  Sara Hessdorf, Sophie Panzer, Cyn-

thia Schwartz, Ethan Stambler,  Elias 

Zwillenberg 

11  Dan Anbar, Deborah Goldstein, 

Marcy Shapiro, Stephen Zucker 

12  Ellen Bikales, Gabriel Fleisher, 

Matthew Gline, Amriel Kissner, Marc 

Roston, Lauren Rublin 

14  Talia Briant, Sarah Brody-Kaplan, 

Sarah Hoffman, Lonye Rasch, Sue 

Rudd, Marian Schaefer 

15  Anita Miller, Seymour Rubin 

16  Jeremy Axelrod, Lily Goldstein, 

David Heimowitz, Hilda Pressman, 

Stuart Rosenberg, Benjamin Rostan 

17  Alice Horn, Ezra Kaminsky 

18   Shoshana David, Jeremy Klughaupt, 

Meryl Levine, Isabel Reckson, Isaac 

Schiftic 

19  Daniel Baer, Rebecca Beyth, Maya 

Kessler, Michelle Koenig, Eli Nadell, 

Marianne Sender 

20  Lawrence Green, Larry Seltzer 

21  Jeffrey Bruckner, Harvey Du-

dowsky, David Nelson, Lawrence 

Platkin 

22   Jenna Feldman, Susan Friedman, 

Ellen Hark, June Volk 

24  Stephen Abramson, Elias Kishelev, 

Jacob Knutsen, Talia Knutsen, Barry 

Kronman, Noah Schloff 

25  Samuel Feldman, Pauline Siegel, 

Sofia Tamarkin, Ellen Tamaroff 

26  Deborah Cohen, Zachary Colton-

Max, Matthew Kalick 

27  Ryan Baum-Joseph, Ari Bieber, 

Stephen Squires 

28  Erving Katz, Avi Maidenberg, Claire 

Nierenberg, Mollie Weill, Adam 

Wolff, Robert Woog 

29  Fredrick Arenstein, Rebecca Brown, 

Lauren Chaleff, Michael Druck, Jill 

Jackson, Udi Toledano, Haley Volk 

30  Max Arenstein, Lena Eisenstein, 

Julia Fendler, Bryan Levine, Eliza-

beth Mahoney, Ida Melendez-

Loubier, Matthew Rothenberg, Stuart 

Rothenberg, Stephen Rothstein 

June Birthdays 

Mazel Tov To 
Jackie & Michael Levinson on the birth 

of twin grandsons, Andrew Blake & 

Oren Max to Shana & Mark Goldman 

Alisa & Dan Cohen on the birth of their 

daughter, Abby Sophia on May 14. 

Natasha Benisty Cooper on receiving 

the Rabbi Joel S. and Sylvia Geffen 

Prize in Contemporary Jewish Studies 

award from Gratz College. 

Judith and Lester Lieberman on the 

Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Daniel 

Smotrich. 

Cantor Meredith Greenberg on her 

ordination as a Cantor from the Acad-

emy for Jewish Religion 

JLC teacher Moreh Tim Bernard on his 

ordination at JTS. 

Jonah Bieber, Betsy Chernoff, Elana 

Chernoff, Jonah Heimowitz, Benja-

min Hirsch, -Sophie Leibow-

titz,Merav Mandel, Gabi Weiss and 

their families as they received their Sid-

dur at Solomon Schechter. 

Beth El's Sisterhood on receiving a 55-

Year Milestone Award at the Garden 

State Region Conference held May 3. 

Mattye & Bob Gandel on the birth of  

granddaughter, Allison Casey Gandel 

Blossom & Irwin Primer on the birth of 

granddaughter Talia Rose Fa Primer 

Treasure & Rich Cohen on the birth of 

grandson Gabriel William Cohen 

]]]] 
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5 Ida Melendez-Loubier & Gabriel Loubier 

  Danielle & Josh Mann 

9 Dina & Ethan Stambler 

13 Madeline & Philip Lax 

  Leah & Rabbi Kenneth Tarlow 

14 Kate McCaffrey & Howard Fischer 

  Ellen Tamaroff & Peter Leepson 

16 Susan & Melvin Zwillenberg 

19 Adele & Herman Lebersfeld 

  Lisa & Charles Paley 

  Karina Bruk & Gregory Rivkin 

22 Harriette & Richard Baime 

  David Rostan & Barbara Ward 

23 Lauren & Michael Morris 

24 Bryna Ringel Lax & Oscar Lax 

  Judith & Lawrence Platkin 

  June & Steven Volk 

25 Irene Langlois & Mitchell Greenberg 

  Ellen & David Solomon 

27 Alyssa & Zeev Fleisher 

30 Susan & Mitchell Lieberman 

  Shari & Erwin Mevorah 

June Anniversaries 

Beth El Family News  

Congregation Beth El mourns the loss 

of our esteemed members 

Harvey Samo  

Nathan Chazan  

 May their memory serve as a blessing. 

Leaves have been 
added to the  

Helen and Irving 
Cohen  

Tree of Life 

In Honor of: 

The Bat Mitzvah of Molly Sklar 

The Bat Mitzvah of Becca Carmel 

Get Well 
Bernard Horowitz 

Bess Leibel 

Frieda Mayer 

Sara Mellek- Rose 

Harriete Parker   
]]]] 

Condolences To 
Sherri Woocher on the loss of her 

sister, Leslie Schwartz 

Helen Cox on the loss of her mother, 
Doris Cox 

Gabriel Anthony on the loss of his 
mother, Golda Anthony 

The Chazen Family on the loss of 
Nathan Chazen 

Stanley Klughaupt on the loss of his 
mother, Elaine Klughaupt 

 ]]]] 
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